












NICK THORPE
1.30pm – 2.15pm / Harmony Marquee / P5 – P7 / £1 per pupil
 
Event Synopsis:
Using slides, video and keepsakes from his travels, Nick recounts narrow 
escapes, stormy horizons and a cautionary eco tale from an ancient 
civilisation, all of which he encountered in his first adventure to Easter 
Island. Closer to home, on his five –month boat hitching trip round Scotland 
(submarines and kayaks are mentioned!), you can find out about the diverse 
cultures that make up our own rainbow nation. This will be a fun filled session 
with lots of participation and who knows, it might even inspire you to start 
planning your own adventures!
 
Biography:
Nick Thorpe is an award winning writer, journalist and broadcaster with a 
passion for life journeys of all kinds.  His engaging and informal approach 
has won audiences in book festivals, schools and creative writing workshops 
across the UK.  In 2010 Edinburgh City Council funded his 8 week All About 
Boats artist residency in three schools to demonstrate the interdisciplinary 
potential of the Curriculum for Excellence.  His newest book, Urban 
Adventures in the Lost Art of Letting Go (2011) documents his quest to find 
a more balanced life in today’s high-speed world.  Born near London, Nick 
moved to Scotland nearly 20 years ago, and lives in Edinburgh with his wife 
and young son.

Tips for Teachers:
•	 Design a model raft
•	 Decide what supplies you would need to take for a long sea voyage
•	 Find out about some other great explorers of the past – Captain Cook, 

Walter Raleigh, Columbus
•	 Plan a route round and across Scotland following canals, rivers and coasts
•	 Start planning your perfect summer holiday – route, what to take, what you 

want to see and do 
•	 Dramatise some of Nick’s adventures
•	 Look at the culture and traditions of Easter Island – brainstorm how people 

without modern tools carved and erected hundreds of statues
•	 Talk to Leven Brown who comes from Melrose and has rowed across the 

Atlantic

Book Shelf:
Adrift in Caledonia: Boat-hitching for the Unenlightened 
Eight Men and a Duck: An Improbable Voyage by Reed Boat to Easter Island
Urban Warrior: Adventures in the Lost Art of Letting Go (due out in June)
Dangerous Crossings: Ten daring Treks across Land, Sea and Air by Antonia 
Banyard 

Prices range from £8.99 to £12.99

Web:
www.nickthorpe.co.uk



BOOK FESTIVAL 
ABBEY DAY ACTIVITY 
1.30pm – 2.15pm / Melrose Abbey / P4 – P7 / Free

“So you think you know Melrose Abbey?”

This is your last chance to be involved in the exciting choice of activities at the 
Schools Gala Day. 

Medieval Construction Science Show:  45 minutes
This lively interactive show gives pupils the chance to follow the journey of a 
block of stone to its place at the top of an arch in a medieval building. Through 
problem solving and challenges along the way pupils learn about science and 
technology in context.

Archaeology Corner:  45 minutes
Melrose Abbey is famed as the resting place of the heart of Robert the 
Bruce, and in the Archaeology Corner pupils will discover how the work of 
archaeologists adds to our knowledge about this and other fascinating people 
and events from history.

•	 Archaeology Scotland will present a hands-on activity that demonstrates 
the process of archaeology 

•	 Daniel Rhodes, Archaeologist with the National Trust for Scotland, will 
show how archaeology explains that Harmony Gardens were once part of 
Melrose Abbey.

•	 Jane Gaze, Melrose Abbey Local Learning Officer will be showing the 
Abbey Life Handling Box and pupils can investigate objects that are 
accurate replicas of reconstructed archaeological finds.

Mary Kenny, Storyteller:  up to 45 minutes
Well known throughout the Borders and beyond, Mary Kenny will once again 
be at the Abbey to transport pupils back through time with her fascinating 
stories of myth, magic and legend.

Please note: These three activities run concurrently 

As an alternative 

Melrose Abbey Junior Tour Guides: 30 minutes 
School groups may wish to book a tour of the Abbey by the wonderful Melrose 
Abbey Junior Tour Guides. They are pupils from Melrose Primary who are 
specially trained to deliver costumed tours of “their” historic site. The junior 
Tour Guides will lead your pupils into the past and discover what life was like 
for people then.

The Junior Tour Guides can be booked through Melrose Primary School by 
phoning Jill Robertson 01896 822103   
 
You must attend either the Allan Burnett, History Quiz or Nick Thorpe 
events to qualify for the FREE Abbey Day activities and the Junior Tour 
Guides.

Participating school groups also qualify for a Historic Scotland travel 
subsidy of 75%.



USEFUL INFORMATION

Bringing pupils with special needs:
If your pupils have special needs you may need more information about author 
events and what a visit to the Schools’ Programme would involve.  We would 
be delighted to talk in more detail with you if you have any queries.  Please 
call 07929 435575 or email info@bordersbookfestival.org

Book signings:
Authors’ books will be available for sale at events, and wherever possible our 
events are followed by a book signing.  Authors are very happy to sign their 
own books or pupils notebooks.  Please do not ask them to sign someone 
else’s books, scraps of paper or publishers catalogues.

Areas for eating pack lunches and snacks:
School parties are welcome to bring along snacks and pack lunches and 
there is ample space in the garden for groups to sit on the grass, weather 
permitting. If the weather is poor, an indoor space will be made available. 

Mailing List:
This year’s Borders Book Festival takes place 16-19 June.  

For a FREE copy of the programme email info@bordersbookfestival.org 
or visit www.bordersbookfestival.org 



KNIGHT FRANK 
SCHOOLS GALA DAY 2011
EVENT BOOKING FORM 						   
Schools Gala Programme Friday 17 June 						    
						    
School

Address

Post code

Contact Name	

Telephone no.	

Email

Mobile contact of Trip Supervisor

If you would like to be added to the mailing list please tick here	
					   
Ticket prices as stated : Accompanying Adults free of charge

EVENT/ACTIVITY NO. OF 
PUPILS COST TOTAL COST NO. OF 

ADULTS

DEBI GLIORI

BOOK FESTIVAL ABBEY DAY ACTIVITY :  9.45am

STICKY KIDS SHOW

VIVIAN FRENCH

BOOK FESTIVAL ABBEY DAY ACTIVITY : 11.00am

ALLAN BURNETT - ROBERT THE BRUCE AND ALL THAT

HISTORY QUIZ

NICK THORPE

BOOK FESTIVAL ABBEY DAY ACTIVITY : 1.30pm

TOTAL TO BE INVOICED

						    
PLEASE SEND COMPLETED BOOKING FORM TO :						    
Borders Book Festival Office, Harmony House, St Mary’s Road, Melrose, TD6 9LJ
or e mail to boxoffice@bordersbookfestival.org						    
						    
Bookings are dealt with on a first come first served basis.						    
If your event choice is unavailable we will contact you to discuss possible alternatives.			 
			 
Application deadline 8 June 2011						    
Please DO NOT include payment, an invoice will be issued.	 				  
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